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To the Merchant Adventurers of England, 
but efpecially thofe who will find themfelves obli- 


ged to incorporate a Company in the South We/t- 
Indies. | 


He Right of all Propriety 1s vefted in Her Majefty, and the 
: _fecona Share moft affuredly in the Merchant, the third, to be 
difpofed to the Soldier, Sailor and Fattor, who honeftly merits his 
Wages under You, and from the Crown, the Fountain of all. ‘To 
whone then can I find tt necel]ary to addre(s my felf, but the truly Noble 
Merchant Adventurers of England ? Who notwithstanding the Pri- 
vate Loffes onthe Publick Occafion, have with wonderful. and unpa- 
vallel’d xefolution born up againft the Storm of Fate, and do dastly 
augment that Treafure which is the Sinews of War in all Nations, bat 
efpecially this happy Ifle, who, tho fhe never had a juft Reprifal from 
the Common Enemy, (and her Bank would feem to decline by the number 
of Bankrupts at home) yet by an extraordinary mark of Providence, ex~ 
ceeding even that in the late Reign, of being more likely to fink tn 
one day than ever, by calling in our Coin before we had any thing to 
circuit ; we now are become, by the fuccefs of this Reign, the admt- 
vation of all Beholders. And, I think, it’s no longer a queftion whe- 


ther Englands Profpects of happy, and determin’d Advantages are not 


peculiar rewards of greater Goodne/s to, us, than we can pretend to 
merit + I muft tell you, Gentlemen, itis the firft Attempt I have 
made upon Trade, and whether it will be allowed me to rove out of 
my Station, and meddle with what I am but indifferently vers'd in, 
I can’t tell. Bat to allthe World, and more efpecially You, I am to 
acquaint, I have no finifter end in this Matter, and leaft I {bould be 
encliwd (or thought to be fo, which ts the fame thing) when I am at 
diftance from you, and might by the propofed Acquilition have fome 
Power, I declare as a Bar to any thing fo Pedantick in me, I {hal 
oblige my felf to ait no one Article, but {uch as I fball have prefcrib’a 
me here by the Company , and there, by the judgment of 4 Court Mar- 
tial of Gentlemen, whofe Actions, as well as mine, muft be Regiftera 
## a Quotidian Journal. It has coff me [ome pains, and more Money 
than Ifball ever mention. To poffe[s my felf truly of the Advantages 
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that will immediatily accrue by the following Reafons ; and, as I will 
avoid large Preface to a flender Labour, {o I am obliged to obiatew 
' ‘ ° * Pay We ? es ? : F 3 
little feeming Objection this way, which was omitted for Brevity’s 
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fakes A Maxthat (ubfersbes ton Loan or to an Incorporated Company 


would gladly know how to be affured of his Produédf, his Quantum ana 
Sufficit. I fay, when a Perfon puts himfelf fo clearly on the World 
as 1 in Propofing, and the Company in Incorporating, we may, without 
Vanity, fay, next to the Alfurance we have for our late Generofity to 
Pr. Eugene, there never was {uch a Security as this, where Her Ma- 
jefty’s own Land, or Propriety, omthe fame Continent, becomes an Im- 
provement by her own Subjects Indaftry 5 and allow us but one Town 
oi the Ifthmus, our Trade may exceed the return of the Spanifh Gal- 
leons. For this reafon, Carthazena provides the Spaniard by Spa- 
niards from the Inland, who have nothing but what they forced from 
the Indians. We ix time of War may be fupplyd from both, batin 
Peace, Traffick fecurely, and get that immenfe 'Treafure which the Spa- 
niard sever coald obtain. Again, [ay [ome in the City, we have am 
African Company, and we gain enough from the Weft Indies, and 
care for no more, this is Afop upon the Spaniard, for he caw t gralp 
what he would have, and we muft groulin the Manger caufe the 
Horfe eats Hay: One thing more Imuft fay, to clear all Doubts, I 
propofe a Patent , and that it way be an encouragement for to keep the 
Settlement effectually, I propofe Ships bottoms on Her Majeftys Ac 
count, as being moft conduceveto the Undertaking. Now to conclude, 
this does wot appear, I hope, with the common Face of Projects, nor 
did Imean it as fuch, Here ismotning bar the time prefent requir’a, 
there onght to. be fome Apology for my defect im the Performance. 
But asa Roman Eperor once {aid on another occafion 
Dulcis Odor lucri ex re qualibet. 

Tow! rake Gain from ‘any hand I believe, and a multiplicity of words 
avails wothing. Ihave faid mach to explain my purpofe,, and too 
little, of L bavenot come np to yours, \ ~~ sh Bi 

I ama fincere Lover of my Country, and one that defires to devote 
my Time wholly toyour Service; And will foew this, or any other way, 
how much Diane ~ | 7 pws ss 


Your very hnmble Servant, 


(daa F. Le Wriobe. 
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-Reafons by Capt. Le Wright, thewing why 
Her Majefty ought to enter upon Her 
Propriety, now on the Content of America. 
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| [Here is a part on the Continent of Amerieg, lying be- 
- tween the upper end of the Gulph of Dariez, and the 
Bav of Vallona, about thirty Mules diftant from the Scors in- 
tended Settlement in Caledoniz, in which the Natives of the 
Country remain yet Unconquered, and where the Exgli( 
have had their Footing long before the Scots ever thought of 
their Caledonts. | 
» The Spaniard heretofore defigned a Maffacre, to have extir- 
"pated thefe, as they did the other Americans,but were prevent- 
ed by the coming of the Englifb. | 

Sachem Dego, one of their own Princes, by the free con- 
fent of his People, gave this Country to our Government : Kor 
one Captain Long took poffeffion of it, and lett Mr Trenwith, 
(now in Town) to keep the poffeffion. 

That the King and Natives had power to make. this Dona- 
tion, as never being Conquered, has been confeft by Captain 
Domingo, and prov’d by Captain Sharp, at his Tryal with the 
Spanifo Ambaifador, ( when he Caft him by. Sachem’s Com- 
| miffion ) in the Reign of King Charles the Second, and by 
- Colonel Hewfon, fince Commiffioned by King: fames the Se- 
cond; fo that the Queen has a double ‘Title to this Land. 
| © Firft, As the Englj{b are the firft Europeans who fet Foot 
| there; and, | 

Secondly, By the better pretence under the-Donation of the 


° 


true Proprictors. | 
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At the upper end of the Gulph of Darien is a Gold Mine, 
about 12 Miles from Santa Maria, on the Bay of Vallona, which 
isa good Port of the South Sea, and but about fix. Weeks Sail 
diftant from “fapan and Chine in the Eaft Indies. 

If a Collony were fettled here, and a free Port eftablifhedin 
this Place, it would have thefe, and perhaps more advantages. 

1. It would encreafe the Revenue of the Crown, 

2. And the Coyn ofthe Kingdom. And ; 

3. Supply the Ha/? India Merchants with Bullion. 

4. And advance the Weft India Trade. 

5; And make the way to the Ea/f Indies Shorter by two 
Thirds than now it is. 

All which fhall be made appear. a 

But Firft, give me leave to anfwer a feeming Objection, a- 
gaintt fending out Collonies in general, and to this Place in par- 
ticular. 

1. Again{t Collonies in general. The only Objection is, that 
it Depopulates Countries, and has actually done fo by Spain. 

But to this it is anfwered Firft, That this was not _ 
the caufe of dif-peopleing Spaiz, they Banifht the Aoors and 
jews, and fet up the Inquifition all atthe fame time ; and alfo 
by their murdering the Natives of America, made many more 


_ People neceffary there; than otherwife wou’d have been, 


Thefe Things dif-peopled Spain. | 

2. Their Women are not {0 fertile’ as ours, and therefore 
Fog We fare (proportionably) as many People as they, we 
fhould not want ’em fo much}: a olathe od) 2 pans 
3. The Countries on al] fides. very unlike, Spaiz a large 
Country, and yet the Spani(h Acquifitions in’ Americy much 
larger. So that they muft fend Numbers. On the contrary, 
England ts much larger that thé Land Here propos’d to Sertle 
on, fo fewer will ferve,) 9") 202 vie a eae 
4. Neither it is defign’d to exclude fuch Foreignets on whom 
we may depend. pil iabadiialehs Wea | fs egal 
. The Natives are nowb ecome our Fellow Subjefts: and 
ae not be deftroy’d Ww Subjetts, and 


: And as many of them will be 
_ better 
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better Servants than the Negroes, {o others of *em will be bet- 
ter Neighbours. , 
So that there can be no danger of Depopulating our OW 
Country by fending out this Collony . bet a the C eghe) 
will be a mighty help to all thofe Families, and Trades aad 
Profeflions, who are now burthened with People. ee 
The young Clerxs, who have now little Profpect of ad- 
vancing, themfelves by the Law, may here make their For- 
tunes by Bravery and Conduct. 
The young Traders, who want Stock to fet up, may find 
it here : | | 
Andthe younger Brothers, who have neither Place nor Por- 
cion, nor Profeffion, mor Trade, may here advance them- 
felves. ! hay 
And thus the many ‘1 Praétices, to which all thefe are lia- 
ble to be tempted, may be prevented. iat 
Secondly, As to Darien in particular. It is hoped no Wife 
Man will efteem the Place unfortunate, becaufe of former 
Mifcarriages—— Some fingle Ships have lofttheir Labour 
and the Scots Company made nothing of it, true; but what 
could a fingle Ship do in fo great an Affair? And we are now 
Addreffing to the Englifb, between whom and the Scots, we 
allow no Comparifon in point of T rade, nor will any Confi- 
dering Man think it parity im an Affair by the Englijb Mere 
chant, becaule the Scots Trader has try’d it witbout Succefs. 
in however, we are not now {peaking of the Scots Under- 
taking. 
This place is many Miles diftant from thence, and not fub- 
“ef to thofe difadvantageon> Circumftances, the place they at- 


} 
tempted Labours under. Befides, the mifcarriages of fome be- © 


- ore us, have chiefly proceeded from their going too foon into 
a Hotter Climate. Whereas it’s now intended to go Firft into 


a Chime of the fame Latitude as our OWN, and not to proceed 

to any Hotter, until our Men are feafoned and fit for it. 

7) Neither have even fingle Attempts been fo very unfuccels- 

ful.» Captain Campbell has proved, that the Bucchaneers, with 
a 
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a {mall affiftance of the Natives, got: Sixty Thoufand Pound 
Weight of Gold Duft, not far from this place, in one year. -. 
Nor can it be fuppofed a B00d Objection, to fay this Settle- 
ment will give Sparm any Umbrage: For thofe who Declare 
for Charles IIT. will give Him ‘all { hope, becaufe this is in the 
Neighbourhood of their Gold Mines, ‘fo is Germany to Tranfil- 
Vania But what if we had the Mines themfelves, and all the 
Spanilh Acquifitions, on the Ifthmus and parts adjacent, inour 
Poffeffion ? Could we do a more acceptable thing in Service to 
King Charles the Third? Wou’d not the taking Gibraltar and 
Catalonia, Juftify the Attem pt, and the Bufinefs of Vigo Defend 
even any Advantage made of what we find there ? 

Nay, if Vi¢o, “and the! Succefs of what we had there, me- 
rited a Te Deum, what will not this deferve ? 

Uheie Mines are the Fountains of that Treafure, by which . 
the French King is enabled to carry on his Arbitrary Defigns: 
the {topping thef from him, would effectually reduce him to. 
Reafon. | 
' But we-need not go fo faras this. The Place propofed for 
this Settlement, has all the Advantages that can be wilhed | 
for. : ie ie i 8 dle 
Gold, Silver, Pearl; Nicaragoa, Wood, Coral, and many 
other Rarteties, all which come from’ thefe ‘parts, and Was a. 
Iree Port fettled here, it would ‘inevitably draw all the Trade 
of Exrope to it felf, which the other parts of the World-hold 
now in America, * Webel if | Ol das 

The Produce of which place, the Gold, ce. mentioned be. 
fore, would be Exchanged us at firft hand for our own Mer. 
chandizes. And thus:-we may fecure by a fingle Com pany éf 
Men, that Spanifb Trade, for which we are now Conquer. 
ing all Spain. : es RIO SV Ub 2 oy ah 
_ And to regain which, “we - niuft- Conquetthé Politicks of 
France, after we have fubdued his Force, “United with that o¢ 
Spain. coach Mebane) fol VEG OF 
. And if we now Take Sita Maria, a {mall ‘Town inear the 
Place propofed for this Settlement, (which we a 
. an 
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and are allow’d to keep it at the end of the War, we have - 
then a Port in the South Seas, upon the Bay of Vallosa, which 
is but about 30 or 40 Miles diftant from the upper end of the™™ 
Gulph of Darsex ; and this Port, as I have noted, being but 
fix Weeks Sail diftant from Japan and Chiza in the Eaft Indies, 
and Darten but fix Weeks Sail from the firft place propofed wm 
America, and that not altogether fo much - You may 
infallibly, as appears by the Return of the Weft India Packets 
now, have Returns from thence by Commerce from Port to 
Port in fix Weeks time, to Exg/ard more or lefs, allowing for 
Wind and Weather, it may be thought Nobly worth our 
while, for our Eaf Indta Merchant to carry their Goods over 
Land, through this our own Settlement, and thereby make 
their Voyages in 3 Months, which now take up 9 or 12. 

Santa Maria belongs to Spaia, true. But can it be fuppos’d 
that King Charles the Third can refufe us, who fettle him in 
Spain, the Gift of a ‘Town, which at prefent is of no Confe- 
quence to himfelf, mor ever can be, unlefs he put this very 
Propofal in Practice, which yet he cannot do, without Inva- 
ding the Place wntended fer this Sectlement, which is our 
Queén’s Propriety. 

And, can any one think we fhall have no Cautionary 
Towns from Spz/niat the end of the War, -and what ‘Town to 
fit for it as Sasta Maria. 

- But ifitbe refolved nor to attempt this Town, yet thereis 
other parts upon the South Sea, actually in ‘poffeffion of the 
Natives, where the fame thing may be effected.- 

And the vaft’Rerurns fromduch ‘a Settlement, will Anfwer 
ail the Expences and) Hazard of the attempt,. the natural 
Courle of ‘Trade will bring us the Gold and Silver of America, 
at much eafier Races tlian now we have them. 5) 

Captain Davis, in his Expedition, found that at Sana-craz, 
fear this place, one pound of Sugar of 44. per pound Value, 
brought 1§ Shillings per Ceas.in Return for it, which 4s atter 
the atare of Two-Thoufand Five Hundred Pound per Cevs. 
atid fo all-other things in‘ proportion. Now ‘tho’ this cannot 


be 
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be expected at prefent, yet hence we may guefs what a Mar- 
ket our Goods will come to: at this Settlement. Thus we may 


“drain the Gold and Silver Mines without Umbrage to Spaiz, 


and that by honeit Merchandizing. 

And if we fucceed in the ‘Trade over Land, as we may, it 
being in our power, tothe Eaf Indies, as propofed, what pro- 
digious Improvements will be here made. vr 

By this time I hope its Demonftration, That by this Set- 
tlement, } 

t. The Queen’s Revenue, and, 

2. The Coyn would be encreafed. 

And fince the Exporting fo much Bullion, as we now do to 
the Ea/t Indies, is thought a Grievance, that wou’d be fo.no 


longer. 
3. The abundance of Gold and Silver would make that eafie 


to us. | 

4. And the Settlement here propofed, would make a great 
Improvement in the Weft India Trade, which may at this time 
be in want of it. 

Our Plantations in America, are either fuch as produce Su- 
gars, or fuch as produce Provifion. ‘The Plantations are now 
at low Ebb, and if not affifted, muft decay, and the other too 
mutt in time follow. But the Emporium here propofed would 
help ’em both. 

And whatever a new Attempt may be thought of, yet a 
Channel, cut from Darter Gulph to Santa Maria River, thro’ 
this intended Settlement, about 30 or 40 Miles long, would be 
of fo great Ufeand Advantage to us, (the Crown) of England 
and Populace, as 1 want Words to Exprefs, and Numbers to 
Calculate. 

All the Eaftern Traders of Ezvope, would be our Cuftom- 
ers, and pay fuch Tribute for their Paffage, as fhould be de- 
manded, and that willingly ; for then they as well as we, might 
make their Returns in 6 Months, as they do now in 18. 

So that befides the Advantages of making our Bullion plenti- 
ful, without which the Ef India Trade muft fink, we have 

| here 
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here a method of advancing tw0 Thirds, and that would be 
immediately by Carriage ove Land, till the Channel can be cut. 

Note, There are many Gentlemen of Fortune, who will, at 
their own Expence, man the Ships at Sea, or £0 Sea, andraife 
the Land-men, moftly in America. 

And befides the advantages prefently accruing, to the Crown 
as foon as we are fettled, here 1s a Profpect of a Revenue be- 
yon dimagination, when the Channel (hall be cut. 

And now I Queftion not but every Man is defirous to know 


how this may be effected, and would sladly contribute his 
part to it. | | 


Therefore J foall proceed to thePro posed Manner 
ONG doing it, which is ar flores. 


i Hat her Majefty be petitioned for a grant of the Place, 
as it {hall be defcribed and proved to be her own 
Propriety at prefent, and for 7 Erench Prize Ships tow.rcs 
the Expeditions. 1. Shieh gyegk ef OTe. k 
p. That the Grantees be Incorporated with Power, to ad- 
mit fuch as fhall go in perfon with the Propofer. 
. That the Corporation have Power to fit out the faid fe- 
ven Ships, with che number of 1900 Land-men, and of 2000 


Seamen,which is all propofed here becauie in the Plantations in 
America, their ir ¢ Booters whio are. a {eafoned People, and fit 
for the Bufinefs. Pee ae ta, eA Asan 
"That the Ships have power to Sack and Plunder any Set- 
tlements in America, of the Enemies. 
5. That the Booty be divided as the Company fhallnow agree. 
6. And all othes Laws neceffary for the. Settlement be now 
made. 7 Feit TBs AO ea 
> That after fach a quantity of Booty taken from the Enc- 


my, the Ships proceed smmediately to the Settlement. 


8. That 
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ae 8. That the firft thing in the Settlement be the Building the - . 
i Town for the Emporiwm, and that the faid Town be a fiee — 
] _ Port during ‘the War. 1 ek Gani? 


| 9. That allthey who now enter upon the Expedition, be 
i diftinguifhed in the Settlement, according to their'-behaviout 
i in their way thither, and the Valour and Condué& i Sacking 
| the Enemies Towns, or taking the Enemies Ships, cc. eae 
1o. And laftly, That Subfcriptions be taken to begin’ this 
Glorious Work, and all Subferibers to have an Intereft in pro~ 
portion to their Subferiptions. 2 Gee 


Afterall this being humbly fubmitted, we are to Conclude 
with this, That the Honourable Dr. Burge/s, Ingineer General 
formerly under General Codrington, in the Leeward Ilands;and 
many other perfons of Note and Subftance here and there, cage 3. 
prove the Allegations in thefe Propofals (being moftly Creolles > 
or Natives of America) to whom Iam willing to refer my iol es 
as well as thofe who, have had. the Honour to be Judges. of | 
Trade at Home. ‘i Con aes 


There is Periculum in Mora. 


: : P. S. The Propofer has a particular Method for Prefervin Shi D9 : se 
Hr * Bottoms againft the Worms, fo pernicious to the Bottoms of ee 


| Velfels in the Welt Indies. But more of this hereafter, ae a: 


